Sean S. Downey is Associate Professor of Anthropology at The Ohio State University and
co-Editor-in-Chief of Human Ecology: An Interdisciplinary Journal. His research
combines complexity science and ethnographic fieldwork to investigate sustainability in
Indigenous land-use systems, particularly swidden agriculture. Downey has conducted
nearly 20 years of fieldwork with Q’eqchi’ Maya communities in Belize and has published
in leading journals including PNAS and Nature Communications. He is a former NSF
CAREER awardee and a 2024-25 Visiting Fellow at the Complexity Science Hub in
Vienna. His work advances theoretical and applied understanding of self-organization
and resilience in coupled human-natural systems.



